[Future outlook for treatment of chronic hepatitis C: IFN + ribavirin combination therapy].
Japan has over 2 million patients infected with HCV and is currently facing a crisis of rapid increase in the number of patients with HCV-related liver cirrhosis and hepatocellular carcinoma. To overcome this situation, reliance is placed mainly on IFN therapy with the addition of various therapies to treat symptoms. The knowledge gained to date with IFN monotherapy and the expectations for efficacy to be achieved with IFN + ribavirin combination therapy have been presented.